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Lethbridge

Great Falls

Kalispell

Cranbrook

Canmore

High River

Okotoks

Strathmore

Kimberley

Banff

Coram

Shelby

Stryker

Cut Bank

Browning

Whitefish

Blackfoot

Columbia
Falls

East Glacier Park

Ulm

Avon

Elko

Wasa

Kila

Elmo

Hot Springs

Babb

Belt

Taber

Bynum

Moyie

Pablo

Ronan
Condon

Perma

Dixon

Arlee

Simms
Augusta

Craig

Barons

Granum

Valier

Ovando

Exshaw

Cowley

Lakeside

Somers
Marion

Eureka

Polson

Coutts

Conrad

Carter

Magrath

Brocket

Stand Off

Dupuyer

Pendroy

Choteau

Lincoln

Wardner

Bigfork

Fortine

Rexford

Rollins

Ravalli

Champion 

Coaldale

Cardston

Elliston

Garrison

Longview

Galloway

Wycliffe

Paradise

Drummond

Carseland

Carmangay

Coalhurst

Nobleford

Lundbreck
Crowsnest Pass

Roosville

Port of
Roosville

Swan Lake

Armington

Sun River

Fort Shaw

Fairfield

Claresholm

Milk River

Del Bonita

Carway

Frenchtown

St. Mary

Raynesford

Canal Flats

Fort Steele

Seeley Lake

Fort
Benton

East Helena

Fort Macleod

West Glacier

Hungry Horse

Mountain
View

Pincher Creek

Black
Diamond

St. Ignatius

Fairmont
Hot Springs

Invermere

Radium
Hot Springs

Brady

Fernie

Charlo

Moiese

Plains

Vaughn

Clinton

Stirling

Sparwood

Elkford

Sunburst

Floweree

Goldcreek

Wolf Creek

Sweetgrass

Heart Butte

Polebridge

EGrasmere

B
Helena

A L B E R T A

B R I T I S H

C O L U M B I A

M O N T A N A

CANADA

UNITED STATES

CANADA

UNITED STATES

111°

111°

112°W

112°W

113°

113°

115°

115°

116°

51°

114°

114°

51° 51°

50°N 50°N

49°
49°

48°
48°

47°

47°

See wild raptors between
rescue and release.

Visit Alberta's oldest theatre, the Empress,
for films, performing arts, and daily tours.

Short nature trail cuts through old
railroad camp and Forest Service
headquarters, now an outdoor
education center

Hand-hewn grand hotel

Glacier Natural History
Association revives former
Great Northern passenger stop

Built to lodge railroad plow
crews, hotel now shelters hikers
and cross-country skiers 

Old and weathered, but still active
backcountry ranger station

Hear oral history directly from the
 contemporary custodians of Salish

 and Kootenai tribal heritage,
adjacent to tribal headquarters

and community college.

Step back to where the
gold-mining boom went
bust in 1905.

Restored to its 1910 style when
opened as a railway hostelry

Great pillars of old-growth
fir dominate lobby 

Watch mountain goats clamber up mineral 
            cliffs along the river. A pioneering wildlife 

underpass allows salt-seeking goats 
to safely cross U.S. Highway 2.

Watch eye-level eagles and hawks
pass by the tallest peak in the

Jewel Basin Hiking Area in autumn.

Painter’s brilliant pigments
 preserve a faded West.

Varied displays in mucked
out horse stalls

Expect no High Noon justice
at this courthouse in the
middle of Main Street.

Prince of Wales Hotel

Seeley Lake
Historical Museum

Wildflower Herbarium
at Whitefish Library

Glacier Park Lodge

Lake McDonald Lodge

Izaak Walton Inn

Belton Chalet

Spotted Bear  
Ranger Station

The Peoples Center

Garnet Ghost Town

Goat Lick Overlook

Mt. Aeneas

Belton Depot

Ant Flat 
Ranger Station

Lundbreck Falls

Alberta Birds of Prey Centre

Main Street Fort Macleod
Provincial Historic Area

C. M. Russell Museum

Teton County Courthouse

Hi-Country Trading Post and
Upper Blackfoot Valley

Historical Museum

(photo at right)
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Landforms and
Watersheds
“In some places, the oldest layers of sedimentary rock lie
atop younger strata, flipped like flapjacks in a frying pan
by the tectonic crush of the Pacific and North American
plates. Later successive ice ages scraped the lower valleys
into smooth troughs that direct the Crown’s rainwater and
snow melt toward the plains and coasts.”

— Mike Pennock, mining geologist, Fernie, BC

“Truly, the Crown is the water tower of the continent, and
the water is as clean as any on the planet. From these high
mountain headwaters flow three of the largest rivers in
North America—the Columbia, Saskatchewan, and
Missouri/Mississippi.” 

— Jack Stanford, Director, University of Montana
Flathead Lake Biological Station

FESTIVALS & EVENTS
Heritage Days & Pow Wows

Explorers and Pioneers
“In 1873, my great-grandfather, Michael Phillipps, was the
first white man to cross the Crowsnest Pass—and he did it
from West to East.” 

— Lexine Phillipps, Cranbrook, BC 

“Today’s adventurers can trace the routes of our national
trailbreakers—David Thompson in Canada and Lewis and
Clark in the American West—as they explore what we now
call the Crown of the Continent. Amtrak riders still follow
the original trans-Rockies route of the Great Northern
Railway, while motorists in Canada parallel the tracks of
Canadian Pacific’s Crowsnest Route. The two railroads
opened the Crown to settlement in the late 19th century,
bringing with them the wood cutters and miners whose
descendants share the valleys with today’s so-called
‘amenity migrants’—those among us who first come to
visit, and then return to stay.”

— John Kinnear, Crowsnest Pass, AB

First Peoples, 
Two Countries
Despite an international line and national policies that divided
families and toppled traditional governance, the first peoples
of the Crown of the Continent have maintained cultural ties,
languages, and inter-tribal cooperation across borders.
Historically, tribal territories shifted and overlapped, but at
European contact the region was dominated by three linguistic
groups. Long the great warriors of the eastern slopes, the
Blackfoot Confederacy includes the Piikani, Siksiska and
Blood/Kainai Nations in Alberta and the Blackfeet Nation in
Montana. On the west side are the mountain bands of the
Ktunaxa Nation in British Columbia and the Ksanka/Kootenai
in Montana. Farther south, the Interior Salish people, including
the Bitterroot Salish and Pend d’Oreille, are closely related to
other Salish-speaking nations in British Columbia, Washington,
and Idaho. All of these nations and tribes invite visitors to
their pow wows, museums, and interpretive centers.

WITNESS FROM THE MOUNTAIN
ALONG THE TRAIL OF HISTORY

Visit www.CROWNOFTHECONTINENT.net to learn more about
the Crown of the Continent and this spectacular landscape.

Copyright © 2008 National Geographic Society, Washington, D.C.

National Geographic and the people of Alberta, British Columbia, and
Montana present this Geotourism MapGuide to the Crown of the
Continent region.

St. Eugene Mission and
Ktunaxa Interpretive Centre
Erected to expunge Ktunaxa First Nation
language and culture in favour of English
and Roman Catholicism, the imposing St.
Eugene Mission residential school is now a
native-owned luxury hotel, casino, and golf
resort. Inside, visit an interpretative centre
that honours Ktunaxa history and renewal,
as land and social rights are acknowl-
edged by courts and governments.

Top of the World Provincial Park
Chert for tools and weapons was
quarried by the Ktunaxa inside
today’s Top of the World Provincial
Park. If you’re a skier, snowshoer,
angler, hiker, or horseback rider
you’ll enjoy wilderness trails and
campsites that are closed to vehi-
cles powered or pedaled.

Kalispell Historic Walking Tour
Step into early 20th-century Main
Street. The optimism of Kalispell’s
pioneer boosters endures in the
grand architecture of Hockaday
Museum of Art, Conrad Mansion,
Museum at Central School, and
Red’s Wines and Blues restaurant.

SCALE 1:666,600  

Albers Conic Equal-Area Projection 
Standard Parallels 47° and 50°
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Historical site

Museum

Natural or scenic area

Other point of interest

World Heritage site

Tribal name

Tribal name translation

Map Key

Adminstered by UNESCO, the World Heritage 
List recognizes the most significant cultural 
and natural treasures on the planet.
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[Chief Mountain]
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[Elbow River]

[Elbow]
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Blackfoot Confederacy

Ktunaxa

Salish, Pend d’Oreille, and other Salishan tribes

Tribal name

Tribal name translation

Tribal Territories About 1800

Canadian Museum of Rail Travel
Hints of dining car flirtations and
parlour car cigar smoke haunt the
vintage trains waiting forever at the
Canadian Museum of Rail Travel.
Stay in nearby CPR House, once
the grand home of the railway’s
regional superintendent, and now 
a bed and breakfast.

Tobacco Valley Historical Village
Pioneer buildings were moved to save
them from drowning when Libby Dam
created Lake Koocanusa in the
1970s. Browse Fewkes General Store
for historical artifacts. And if you buy
a locally made quilt you’ll be helping
provide funds for village upkeep.

Hillcrest Cemetery
The 189 coal miners who died in
Hillcrest Mine’s 1914 explosion are
buried in mass graves, grouped accord-
ing to the religious cultures of the 
mostly young and immigrant men.

HEAD-SMASHED-IN BUFFALO JUMP, 
WORLD HERITAGE SITE
Before guns and horses, First Nations hunters
stalked bison on foot and stampeded the ani-
mals over cliffs. Head-Smashed-In Buffalo
Jump remains an important cultural site where
Blackfoot First Nations share their history and
values—a stop you won’t want to miss.

THE FORT MUSEUM OF THE NORTH WEST
MOUNTED POLICE
Red-coated precursors to Royal Canadian
Mounted Police were dispatched to Fort
Macleod in the 1870s to stop American
whiskey traders from abusing Blackfoot First
Nations and defying Canadian sovereignty 
on the Prairies. Museum and musical rides
honour Canada’s tradition of cavalry riding 
to the rescue of natives, not interlopers. 
Visit the nearby restored 1884 police bar-
racks and interpretive centre.

Transboundary Flathead
Grizzly bears, wolves, and wolverines
radiate from this unpopulated trans-
boundary valley, refreshing neighboring
wildlife populations stressed by human
settlement. Known as the North Fork in
Montana and simply as the Flathead in
British Columbia, this broad valley’s
gravel roads should not be traveled with-
out spare tires and a patient attitude.

Polebridge
Taste Polebridge Mercantile’s hefty
sandwiches on freshly baked bread,
and sample cold brew from the
Northern Lights Saloon. Off-the-
grid and a long haul from asphalt,
Polebridge shows you a favorite haunt
of the backcountry set and a little-
used portal to Glacier National Park.

Lewis and Clark National Historic
Trail Interpretive Center
First non-native tourists found a route
to the Pacific Ocean in an 1803-06
odyssey along Missouri and Columbia
Rivers. As a modern explorer you can
trace the journey more quickly at
Lewis and Clark Interpretive Center.

Flathead Reservation Trading Post
and Mission
Furs and souls drew traders and mission-
aries to native lands, where relics of
commerce and conversion will brief you
on the troubled integration of cultures.
Inside St. Ignatius Mission Church, art
interprets Jesus and his mother as native
North Americans. Nearby, Fort Connah
was an outpost of imperial Britain's
Hudson's Bay Company.

Fort Steele Heritage Town
Rescued pioneer-era structures, 
summer street theatre, and grazing
Clydesdales recall Fort Steele Heritage
Town’s origins as an outpost of the
North West Mounted Police who came
to tame itinerant gold seekers from
America’s wilder West.

Fort Whoop-Up and Indian Battle Park
North America’s last intertribal clash here
in 1870 was followed by a treaty between
plains-roaming Cree and foothills-resident
Blackfoot. Native peace was exploited by
whiskey smugglers who plied the Whoop-
Up Trail between Fort Whoop-Up and Fort
Benton, Montana, and prompted the for-
mation of today’s Royal Canadian Mounted
Police. The fort has been reconstructed 
at Indian Battle Park.

Writing-on-Stone Provincial Park /
Áísínai’pi National Historic Site
Abundant First Nations petroglyphs,
covering sheer sandstone cliffs, 
and native grasses and wildlife are
protected as part of the Blackfoot 
spiritual heritage.

COLUMBIA WETLANDS
Swans, eagles, ospreys, herons, and ducks
rest here on their seasonal migrations. Both
the Columbia and the Kootenay Rivers origi-
nate here, flowing out of the wetlands in
opposite directions, to merge hundreds of
kilometres later, at Castlegar, BC.

LEWIS AND CLARK PASS
A moderate, two-mile climb rewards you with
the wild vistas that awed Meriwether Lewis in
1806. If you see a grizzly bear, consider calm-
ing your pulse at the nearby Hotel Lincoln, a
historic and cozy refuge favored by participants
in winter’s Race to the Sky sled dog race.

International Pow Wow Lethbridge, AB (last weekend of February)
Contemporary Aboriginal arts festival, includes competition dances
Rendezvous Days Eureka, MT (last weekend in April) Live entertain-
ment, a car show, international wrestling championship, parade,
and many family attractions
Wings over the Rockies Radium Hot Springs, BC (early May)
Explores bird life in the expansive Columbia Wetlands through 
presentations, nature walks, horseback riding, river floats, canoe
trips, workshops, and exhibits
Homesteader Days Celebration Hot Springs, MT (second weekend
of June) Family fun weekend featuring an auction, games, rodeo 
performance, quilt show, live music, antique car show, arts and
crafts, and a parade
The Gathering Pincher Creek, AB (mid-June) Cowboy poetry and
music, dancing, crafts, and a rodeo
Tobacco Plains National Aboriginal Day Celebration Grasmere, BC
(June 21) Dancing, feast, and traditional horse ride across the
U.S.-Canada border
Sam Steele Days Cranbrook, BC (third weekend of June) Festival
named after a legendary figure of the Canadian West, includes
sports, games, competitions, and a parade
Lewis & Clark Festival Great Falls, MT (late June) Celebrates Lewis
and Clark’s adventure through tours, exhibits, demonstrations, kid’s
activities, and reenactments
Arlee Fourth of July Celebration Arlee, MT (July 4) One 
hundred year old Pow Wow, including singing and dancing contests,
gambling, food, arts and crafts, and a parade
North American Indian Days Browning, MT (second week of July)
Spotlights authentic Blackfeet traditions with four days of dance
contests, sports, youth rodeo, and a parade
Kainai Indian Days Stand Off, AB (third weekend of July) Dance 
contests and a drum competition
Standing Arrow Pow Wow Elmo, MT (third weekend of July) Social
gathering featuring Pow Wow dancing and traditional food
Piikani Nation Annual Celebration Brocket, AB (first weekend of
August) Dance competition, handgame tournament, drum contest,
rodeo, and softball matches
Crowsnest Pass Doors Open and Heritage Festival Crowsnest
Pass, AB (early August) Heritage hikes, tours of historic buildings
and gardens, storytelling, and family fun
Grizzly Marathon near Choteau, MT (mid-August) Abundant chances
to see wildlife along the course, possibly including grizzlies
Montana Atlatl Mammoth Hunt First Peoples Buffalo Jump State
Park, near Ulm, MT (early September) Contests based on mammoth 
hunting using atlatl, primitive bow, knife, and tomahawks

COLUMBIA WETLANDS
FLORIAN SCHULZ / WWW.VISIONSOFTHEWILD.COM

HEAD-SMASHED-IN BUFFALO JUMP
PAUL A. SOUDERS / CORBIS
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FREEZEOUT LAKE
Birds by the hundreds of thousands and humans
by the handful congregate at Freezeout Lake to
celebrate early spring. Tundra swans, snow
geese, and 200 other migrating species start in
mid-March to use the lake as a staging point,
while they wait for nature’s traffic control system
to indicate that their far northern destinations
are open for feeding and breeding.
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BROWNING
Unfurl your bedroll beside a crackling campfire,
eat a traditional meal of roast buffalo, and
arrange a cultural tour at Blackfoot Tipi Village.
Compare early and modern Indian art at the
Museum of the Plains Indian, Blackfeet Heritage
Center, and Lodgepole Gallery. See descendants
of original Spanish mustangs, working beavers,
and an occasional wandering grizzly at Blackfeet
Buffalo Horse Coalition ranch, where your visit 
will require prior arrangement.

BLACKFEET BUFFALO HORSE COALITION, NEAR BROWNING
JOHN STEPHEN HOCKENSMITH

TRAIN OVER OLDMAN RIVER, LETHBRIDGE, AB
JAMES P. BELL

KOKANEE SALMON RUNS
Witness late summer bounty when grizzly bears,
ospreys, and eagles congregate at Kootenay River
tributaries. Kikomun and Wild Horse Creeks set a
feast for all when waters run red with spawning
Kokanee salmon.

KOKANEE SALMON RUNS
FLORIAN SCHULZ / WWW.VISIONSOFTHEWILD.COM

Lussier Hot Springs
From steamy hot to merely tepid, find
your comfort level among the cascade of
primitive rock pools alongside the bub-
bling Lussier River, just inside Whiteswan
Lake Provincial Park. Test the waters'
therapeutic benefits, long known to the
Ktunaxa people, and said to increase
with dips in the adjacent, frigid river.

Old Trail Museum
North America’s original transconti-
nental highway, the Old North Trail is
said by some to be the pathway used
by migrants from Siberia to populate
the Americas. Known for certain is 
the trail’s use for millennia by native 
peoples moving north or south along
the Rocky Mountain Front. 

Historic Downtown Fernie
Canada’s best-preserved mountain-style
railway station and a slate-roofed court-
house stake out Fernie’s heritage as a
prosperous mining town. The Brickhouse,
in a century-old bank building, and the
Curry Bowl will serve you offbeat food.
Work those calories off with mountain
sports, which now challenge mining and
timber cutting as economic mainstays.

Upper Missouri River Breaks National
Monument Interpretive Center
Learn here about the fractured uplands
bordering the Upper Missouri River. 
Once a hideout for desperados, this new
national monument remains much as
Lewis and Clark saw it two centuries
ago. Float and fish the river, or drive 
the landscape’s rough wagon tracks in a
rugged vehicle—but off-road is off-limits.

Blackfoot Confederacy / Niitsitapi

Selis (Salish) / Qlispe (Pend d’Oreille)
Our tribes, the easternmost in the Salish language
family, occupied most of central and western
Montana, northern Idaho, and eastern Washington. In
the traditional way of life, we moved across this vast
area gathering, hunting, and fishing the abundant and
varied plants and animals. We still practice these 
traditional ways as we strive to keep our critically
endangered language alive. Today, the Confederated
Salish and Kootenai Tribes integrate our cultural val-
ues and heritage into an advanced program of envi-
ronmental and natural resource management on the
Flathead Reservation and throughout our aboriginal
territories for the benefit of future generations. 

— Tony Incashola, Salish-Pend d’Oreille Culture 
Committee and Clayton Matt, Natural Resource 
Director and Member of Salish Tribe 

These are the traditional territories of the Blackfoot,
going back thousands of years. All of this is sacred:
lakes and rivers, the forest, the prairie, the moun-
tains where our people go for vision quests. The
water starts from this place and flows to the ocean
from our land. Today, the biggest issue for the
Blackfoot nations is clean drinking water and our
legal water rights. We continue to negotiate with the
government to protect our water. We understand that
we ultimately are responsible for the protection of
our territory, water, and the retention of our language
and culture. 

— Earl Old Person, Chief of the Blackfeet Nation, MT

Our language is unrelated to any language in the
world. Maybe that’s because our traditional territory
in these mountains is so remote. Fewer than 50 peo-
ple still speak fluent Ktunaxa. We made a dictionary
and work with Kootenai elders in Montana to save
our language from extinction. At the time of Creation,
we were given our language and this territory to care
for. We are still negotiating a treaty with Canada and
British Columbia for rights to our ancestral homeland
and to protect the water. Our language and our land
go together.

— Liz Gravelle, Ktunaxa Elder, Tobacco Plains, BC

Animals on the Move
“There is no better place in the world to view a wolverine
than Glacier National Park, especially along the Highline
Trail. They thrive here because there’s great sub-alpine
habitat and so many prey species, such as mountain goats,
marmots, and squirrels.”

— Jeff Copeland, Forest Service biologist, Missoula, MT

“When someone asks us what our grizzly bear population
is, we tell them we don’t have one. We share them with our
neighbors. The average home range of an individual grizzly
bear is larger than this park. Bears and most large mam-
mals need a variety of food sources during the year. The
fact that they move freely across borders is why this is
one of the few places where grizzly bears survive.”

— Cyndi Smith, conservation biologist, Waterton Lakes 
National Park, AB

Freedom to roam for big mammals—lynx, wolves, bighorn
sheep, moose, and elk—brings you great wildlife viewing.
Underwater, native bull trout and cutthroat swim up to 100
miles (161 kilometers) between lakes and mountain brooks
to spawn.
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Many Glacier Hotel
Lakeside Swiss-style lodging makes
this 1914 hotel a cozy base for 
hiking Glacier’s biggest concentration
of trails or for resting blistered feet
aboard a red bus, cruise boat, or
leather saddle.

FORT MACLEOD
GUNTER MARX / ALAMY

PRINCE OF WALES HOTEL NATIONAL HISTORIC
SITE, UPPER WATERTON LAKE, AB
Afternoon tea, British style, makes this 1927
architectural expression of rustic grandeur a
restful vantage point for your contemplation 
of Waterton-Glacier International Peace Park.

PRINCE OF WALES HOTEL
HARRY PALMER

Great Northern Railway Depot
If you’re a railroad buff, you’ll love this
historic depot, the busiest Amtrak stop
between Seattle and Minneapolis. The
depot doubles as Whitefish Museum.

BISON
DONALD M. JONES
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First Peoples Buffalo Jump 
State Park
For at least one thousand years,
before horses and guns made the
work easier and safer, Plains Indians
stampeded bison over this ledge to be
finished off by the spears and arrows
of hunters waiting below. 

NATIONAL BISON RANGE
Established in 1909 and stocked with descendants
of bison rescued from extinction by Pend d'Oreille
people this sanctuary protects hundreds of bison
on 18,500 acres (7,487 hectares) of rolling grass-
land and forest. Take short nature walks from
access points along 24 miles (39 kilometers) of
road loop. 

NATIVE AMERICAN WARRIORS AT GLACIER NATIONAL PARK, MT
BETTMANN / CORBIS

Kootenai Brown Pioneer Village
This haven for rescued 19th-century
structures is a good starting point for
you to wander along Alberta’s Cowboy
Trail through the Rocky Mountain
foothills, where film crews are some-
times as common as cattle drives.

Two Medicine Dinosaur Center
See hatchling bones from a fossil
nest and join in active dinosaur
digs along Montana’s Rocky
Mountain Front.

Maskinonge Lake
Near the entrance to Waterton Lakes
National Park, this lake is a seasonal
favourite for birds and birders. The
Blackfoot people trace the origins of
the sacred beaver bundle, with its
preserved animal hides and waterfowl
skins, to this place.

South Livingstone Raptor Watch Site
Watch migrating golden eagles ride
updrafts along the eastern flank of 
the Rocky Mountains. See them best
from the ridge called Piitaistakis, or
“The Place of the Eagles,” by Piikani
Blackfoot. 

Frank Slide
For an intimate view of the mountain
collapse that buried 90 sleeping 
residents, drive the unpaved track
between the railway line and the
Crowsnest River, running from the
main Hillcrest access road to Frank
Industrial Park. See the full panorama
of the 1903 disaster from the Frank
Slide Interpretive Centre.

Remington Carriage Museum
See working wheelwrights heat and
shrink steel bands around wooden
wheels for Remington Carriage
Museum’s display of 225 horse-
drawn vehicles. Ride restored 
coaches, wagons, or sleighs behind
Clydesdales, Canadians, Quarter
Horses, or Shires.  

North Shore of Flathead Lake
The Flathead River disperses through
cottonwood stands and reedy sloughs
where waterfowl and raptors thrive.
Federal Waterfowl Production Area 
is closed to humans during spring 
nesting but is bliss for birders the
rest of the year.  

The Living
Heritage

BAR U RANCH NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE
OF CANADA 
The Bar U Ranch spills eastward from the
Rocky Mountains across the rolling grasslands
of Alberta’s Highway 22 Cowboy Trail. Now a
national historic site, the Bar U transports 
you back into an era when horse-drawn chuck
wagons followed cattle drives, rather than
race each other around a rodeo track.

BAR U RANCH
DEB PIGEON / PARKS CANADA

FIRST NATION SACRED PLACES
Special places are still revered and
should be respected by all. High on
many ridges are the rock shelter remains
of vision quest sites, many that face
Chief Mountain, the Blackfoot home of
thunder. Crowsnest Mountain is where
the Raven lives. Glacier’s Lake McDonald
is home of a Kootenai sacred dance.

Elk Country Visitor Center
The Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation’s 
visitor center celebrates the conservation
of public wildlands, working ranches, and
forests where elk herds can thrive. The
autumn bugling of lustful bulls is a call to
arms for hunters seeking winter meat and 
trophy antlers.

FORESTRY IN THE CROWN
First a source for railroad ties in the late
1800s, and then for construction lumber,
the forests on the wetter, west side of 
the Continental Divide are equally valued
today for recreation, wildlife habitat, and
clean waters. Modern foresters strive 
for sustainability but now must fight
increasing wildfires and proliferation of
mountain pine beetles as climate change
warms and dries woodlands.

Blackfoot Crossing Historical Park
The Blackfoot nations and Canada
signed an 1877 peace treaty at this
natural ford of the Bow River, known
for centuries by the Siksiksa people
as Sooyooh’pawahko, or “underwater
bridge.” The park offers First Nation
guides, indoor exhibits, tipi lodging,
and ceremonial dances.

top a snow-dusted peak in October, a friend and I hear an elk
bugle. Scanning meadows below with binoculars, I spot
instead a silver-tipped grizzly bear, flexing its massive shoul-
der hump to excavate glacier lilies. “This is his place,” my

friend says. “He owns this country.” Indeed, while we have eliminat-
ed grizzlies in so many places, a robust population freely roams the
Crown of the Continent, from mountain-
tops and plunging valleys to fescue
prairies and cedar rainforests. 

Think of these magnificent bears as
wary sentinels of change. For millenia they
watched over people who honored their
power. The Ktunaxa called to the bear 
spirit for guidance and protection, while
Blackfoot traditions tell of the Medicine
Grizzly who rescues and nourishes a
young boy. Explorers David Thompson,
Meriwether Lewis, and William Clark
learned the ancient wisdom of mutual
respect the hard way. After several violent
confrontations, provoked by nonlethal
musket fire, en route to these mountains, Lewis determined to live
and let live: “I find that the curiossity of our party is pretty well 
satisfyed with rispect to this anamal.” 

From their silent perches, grizzlies witnessed the first trains cross
Crowsnest and Marias Passes, followed by settlers to populate the
Rocky Mountain Trench, and Flathead and Elk Valleys. By the turn
of the 20th century, the bear’s outlook dimmed as wildife was
slaughtered across the continent. Here, however, grizzlies perse-
vered into a new era of wildlife restoration, wilderness designation,
and cross-border stewardship. Today, they are a source of fierce
local pride and the namesake of many businesses and festivals. 

As the great silvertip disappears into the forest that bright
October afternoon, I am the observer, humble and grateful that
such a place may yet be found.

— Steve Thompson, writer, National Parks Conservation Association,
Whitefish, MT
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GLACIAL LAKE MISSOULA
During the last ice age, 13,000 to 15,000
years ago, an ice dam in a narrow canyon in
northern Idaho periodically gave way, releas-
ing raging torrents from a 2,000-foot (610-
meter)-deep lake in western Montana. The
legacy of these floods, which are recalled in
Salish-Pend d’Oreille Coyote stories, can be
seen in the scablands of eastern Washington
and the huge ripple marks in Camas Prairie.

CONSULTANTS: DORAN DEGENSTEIN, FORT
WHOOP-UP NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE (WHOOP-UP
TRAIL ROUTE); ANDREAS N. KORSOS, ARCTURUS
CONSULTING (DAVID THOMPSON ROUTES)

CATTLE ROUNDUP, PORCUPINE HILLS, AB
DESIGN PICS INC. / ALAMY

Rocky Mountain Front
We live on the eastern slopes where the prairie meets the
mountains. Visitors discover a dramatic landscape at the
ragged edge between civilization and wildness.  Our guests
are eager to learn how our cattle grazing rotation helps
restore streams and protect native plants. After visiting,
they often support our effort to establish this special place
as off-limits to gas drilling.

— Debbie Webster, Chimney Rock Bed and Breakfast,    
Webster Ranch, AB

Draped over the Front’s wind-swept foothills, ranches
worked by generations remain much as when first they were
homesteads. And today’s ranchers want to keep them that
way. Working with conservation-minded neighbors and
organizations, traditional lifestyles are being preserved on
private and public lands. Conservation isn’t new here. For
the past 100 years a patchwork of wildlife refuges, legis-
lation and conservation easements have protected working
farms, ranches, and wildlands while providing rich habitat
for wildlife. 

— Gloria Flora, retired National Forest Supervisor,    
Helena, MT

Sullivan Mine Interpretive Centre
Ride open railcars into rock tunnels
where miners demonstrate their trade
underground. Learn about the $80 mil-
lion Mark Creek watershed restoration
project that has returned native cut-
throat trout to once-polluted waters.

OIL AND GAS DRILLING
Western Canada’s first producing oil well
was drilled in 1902 near Waterton Lake. 
It was short-lived, but today drillers and
ranchers tussle about a lacework of new
gas wells on Alberta’s foothill prairie. In
Montana, U.S. officials banned oil and 
gas leasing on public lands of the Rocky
Mountain Front. British Columbians weigh
impacts to nature against industry requests
to extract methane from underground coal
in the Elk and Flathead Valleys.
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